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Markham Kitchen Renovation Permit Guide 

Everything You Need to Know Before Renovating Your Kitchen in Markham, Ontario 

 

Why Permits Matter for Kitchen Renovations in Markham 

Legal Compliance and Safety 

In Markham, most kitchen renovations that involve electrical, plumbing, or structural work 
require a building permit. Permits ensure the work complies with the Ontario Building Code 
and local bylaws, helping keep your home safe and legal. 

Impact on Home Value and Resale 

A permitted and inspected kitchen renovation protects your investment. During resale, real 
estate agents and buyers may request permit documentation to verify that renovations 
were done to code. 

Risks of Renovating Without a Permit 

If you proceed without permits when required, you may face: 

 Fines or legal action 

 Stop-work orders from the City of Markham 

 Higher insurance premiums or denied claims 

 Forced demolition of unapproved work 
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When Do You Need a Kitchen Renovation Permit in Markham? 

Permit Required 

You do need a permit if your project includes: 

 Moving or adding plumbing (e.g., sink relocation) 

 Installing or modifying electrical wiring 

 Removing or altering structural walls 

 Installing new ventilation or exhaust systems 

 Expanding or altering the kitchen layout 

Permit Not Required 

You do not need a permit for cosmetic updates such as: 

 Painting or tiling 

 Replacing cabinetry in the same location 

 Swapping out appliances (if connections are not modified) 

 Installing countertops or backsplashes 

 

How to Apply for a Kitchen Renovation Permit in Markham 

Application Process 

1. Prepare detailed floor plans and elevations. 

2. Complete the City of Markham building permit application form. 

3. Submit your application and plans online or in person. 

4. Pay the applicable permit fees. 

5. Wait for approval before beginning construction. 
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Required Documents 

 Floor plan showing existing and proposed layout 

 Plumbing and electrical drawings (if applicable) 

 Contractor or designer information (if applicable) 

Fees and Timelines 

Permit fees are based on the size and scope of work. For a standard kitchen renovation, 
expect to pay between $200 and $1,000. Approval can take 2–4 weeks, depending on 
application completeness. 

 

Inspections You’ll Need 

During your kitchen renovation, the City of Markham will require inspections at key stages: 

 Rough-in plumbing and electrical 

 Framing and structural changes (if applicable) 

 Insulation and vapor barrier (if walls were opened) 

 Final inspection upon completion 

Your contractor or designer can coordinate these with the city, or you can do so as the 
homeowner. 

 

Special Considerations for Condos in Markham 

If your kitchen renovation is in a condo unit, you may also need: 

 Written approval from your condo board 

 Proof of insurance and contractor liability 

 Coordination of working hours and elevator use 

Always consult your building’s rules before starting work. 
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Working with a Licensed Renovation Contractor 

Hiring a professional who understands Markham's permitting process can save you time, 
money, and stress. At Nova Decor Construction Ltd., we handle: 

 Permit applications 

 Drawings and specifications 

 Coordination of inspections 

 Full code-compliant renovations from start to finish 

 

What Happens If You Skip the Permit? 

 The city can order you to stop the project immediately. 

 You may be required to tear out completed work. 

 It could delay your home’s resale or reduce its market value. 

 Insurance claims related to the renovation may be denied. 

 

Resources for Markham Homeowners 

 City of Markham Building Permits: 
https://www.markham.ca/wps/portal/home/business/building-permits/residential-
renovations 

 Permit Forms and Checklists: 
https://www.markham.ca/wps/portal/home/business/building-permits/forms 

 Ontario Building Code: 
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/120332 

 Markham Zoning By-Laws: 
https://www.markham.ca/wps/portal/home/business/planning/oƯicial-plan-
zoning/zoning-by-law 

 Contact the Markham Building Department: 
Phone: 905-475-4850 
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 

Do I need a permit to replace my kitchen cabinets? 
No—unless you're altering plumbing, electrical, or structure. 

Can I apply for the permit myself? 
Yes, but many homeowners prefer to let their contractor handle it. 

How long does it take to get a permit? 
Typically 2–4 weeks, depending on the complexity of the project. 

What if I’ve already started the renovation? 
You must halt work and apply retroactively, which could include fines or changes. 

 

Ready to Renovate Your Kitchen the Right Way? 

Contact Nova Decor Construction Ltd. today for a permit-ready kitchen renovation plan 
that meets all Markham regulations. 

 ᔎᔏᔐ (905) 201-0580 

 ៾៿᠀᠁᠂ Teresa@NovaDecor.ca 

 ௲௳௴ https://NovaDecor.ca 

 

Disclaimer – June 9, 2025 
The information provided in this guide is for general reference purposes only and does not 
constitute legal, regulatory, or professional advice. While every eƯort has been made to 
ensure the accuracy of the content, building codes, municipal regulations, and permit 
requirements may change or vary by project. It is the responsibility of the homeowner, 
contractor, or project manager to verify all details with the City of Markham Building 
Department and other relevant authorities prior to initiating any planning, permitting, or 
construction activities. Nova Decor Construction Ltd. assumes no liability for omissions, 
errors, or changes in local laws. 


